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Palace of Topkapu — Plane view of the second yard (Sketch of 1830)
Palais de Topkapou — Vue à vol d’oiseau de la deuxième Cour (Gravure de 1830)
The Palace o f Topkapu occupies a sits o f un­
riva lled beauty, on the Promontory since called Saray 
Point, a triang le  form ed by the Sea o f M arm ara and 
the G olden Horn, at the meeting place o f the con­
tinents o f Europe and Asia.
Before exam ining the topograph ica l situation o f 
the Palace o f Topkapu, it w ill be w ell to make a brie f 
survey o f the historical events which occured in that 
site. Traditions tell us tha t Byzantium has been in ­
habited fo r a very long time, and its foundation is 
a ttribu ted  to  the Megarians. According to the legend, 
Megarians consulted the oracle o f Delphi in order to 
decide where it w ould be suitable to found a new 
colony. The oracle answered: “ Opposite the city of 
the b lin d ” . The M egarians were puzzled by tha t ans­
wer. Some time after, about 658 B. C., they set out 
fo r a long journey under the leadership o f Byzas. 
At last they came to a spot which they found w o n d e r­
fu lly  beautifu l. They thought that the inhab itan ts o f 
Chalcedonia, opposite, must have been b lind  to  ignore 
the fascinating charm o f the Bosphorus a tid  the G o l­
den Horn, and the w ide blue stretch o f tp e  Marm ara, 
w ith a view o f the snow-clad range o f Olympus, and 
settle in Chalcedonia. Then they understood the pur­
port o f the oracle, and decided to s,eftl? in that place,
and they gave it the name o f Byzantium, a fte r their 
leader.
Thanks to the advantages o ffered by the mild 
climate and favourab le  geographical position, the 
colony grew and prospered. The latest settlers 
brought w ith them the cult o f Hera. The city was 
surrounded by a w a ll. (1 ) Byzantium became a 
prosperous and im portant commercial centre. The
(1) The wall enclosed an area which may be con­
sidered large for the population of that time. According 
to ancient chronicles, the wall of Septimus Severus be­
gan at the place called Neorion (between the places called 
at present Eminönü and Bahqekapu) passed by Sultan 
Ahmed and Nuri-Osmaniye, and ended at Ahir-Kapu. 
Constantine’s wall began at Cibali, extended westward, 
passed by the Church of the Holy Saviour Pantepopte 
(Eski İmaret Camii), and the Church of the Holy 
Apostles (the site of which is now occupied by Fatih 
Mosque), crossed the Eycus stream (Yeni-bahçe), passed 
by the site of İsa-Kapu mescidi, and reached the landing- 
place of Davud-Paşa,, near Samatya. When the city grew 
larger, a new wall was built which still exists to-day. It 
begins at Ayvan-Saray, passes by Eğri-kapu, Edirne 
Kapu, and Top-Kapu, and ends at the Marble Tower in 
the Castle of the Seven Towers. We must add that hardly 
any traces remain of the earlier walls.
4beautifu l city, endowed w ith a ll the bounties o f na­
ture, was the scene o f endless am bition and strife. 
First it was conquered by the Persians. N ext it was 
seized by the Spartan Pausanias in 749 B. C. 134 
years la ter, in 345, it was under danger o f being 
captured by King Philip o f Macedon. The heroic 
resistance o f the citizens forced Philip to  raise the
derived from the Greek f-i? tf |v  I lo X iv  . Later it was 
referred to as Asitane, Islambol, D er-'A liye  (the 
Sublime G a te ), Der-i-Sa’adet (the Gate o f Felic ity), 
D ar-a l K h ila fe t-a l- ’A iiye  (cap ita l o f the Sublime Ca- 
lifa te ) . The discussion o f those names lies outside the 
scope o f this article. W e w ill on ly note that, a lthough 
Istanbul was still called Constantinople by foreigners,
Palace of Topkapou — Impérial Gâte of the Boundaries
Palais de Topkapou — Porte Impériale de l’enceinte
siege and retreat. The Byzantians celebrated this 
success by o fferings to the gods, and as the ir victory 
occured in m oonlight, they erected a statue o f Hecate, 
goddess o f the moon and o f hunting, and their coins 
bore the figure  o f the crescent, an emblem o f the 
goddess.
A fte r many vicissitudes, Byzantium fe ll under 
Roman dominion but enjoyed autonom y until the 
Emperor Vespasian (69 -79  A .D .) put an end to her 
privileges and independence. In 195, Septimus Severus 
destroyed the tow n, which was reduced to the state 
o f a small v illage . This caused much concern to his 
son C aracalla, who persuaded his fa the r to restore 
the city, and build a fortress, baths and palaces. The 
tow n changed its name several times. Once it was 
given the name o f the Emperor Antonius (138-161 
A .D .). W hen Constantine transferred his cap ita l there 
(330  A .D .), it was given the name o f Constantinople, 
which remained even a fte r the Turkish conquest, and 
coins struck there bore the name o f “ Q ostantaniye” , 
a lthough it was otherwise referred to  as Istanbul,
the name was defin itive ly  abandoned a fte r the Turk­
ish Republic was proclaimed.
No trace is le ft o f the buildings in Byzantium 
previous to the Christian era.
As the Soray Point is the most advanced spot o f 
istanbul, and the first to be inhabited, at the meeting 
place o f the continents o f Europe and Asia, we have 
no doubt tha t any methodic researches and excava­
tions made there w ould render it possible to  bring 
to light cultural remains ranging from modern times 
to the prehistoric age, and any finds made w ould be 
o f the highest interest to archaeology. It is w ith this 
object tha t the Turkish Historical Society entrusted the 
Museum o f Antiquities o f Istanbul w ith researches in 
tha t region. The excavations began on September 
8th 1937, in the M iddle Court, which is the highest 
po in t o f the Ancient Acropolis, now occupied by the 
Palace o f Topkapu. The results o f the excavations 
have been published by us, so it is unnecessary to
5Panoramic view of the Old Saray, according to a sketch 
Vue panoramique du Vieux Sérail d’après une gravure
repeat them h e re (2 ). W e w ill on ly  note tha t re­
searches were confined to a very lim ited area. It is 
urgent to continue researches in the Saray Point, and 
in diverse places o f the Palace. If  we consider that, 
a lthough the foundations and basements o f most o f 
the builings o f the Saray Point belonging to the fourth 
and subsequent centuries still exist, the plans we have 
are confined to the sketches o f tw o or three scholars, 
we can conclude tha t the material gathered from 
archaeological researches w ould be very va luable  fo r 
science.
The palace o f Topkapu and its annexes occupy 
an area tw o kilometres in length, enclosed by a w a ll 
surmounted w ith battlements, bu ilt by the Conqueror, 
and known under the name o f Sur-i-Sultani (Im peria l 
W a ll) .  The w a ll begins on the seashore at O tluk Ka-
(2) Belleten No. 16, 1942, p. 318, Topkapi Sarayi 
hafriyati, by Aziz Ogan.
pu (G ate o f the Hay S tore), near A hır Kapu (the 
Stable G a te ), and extends uphill, then down again 
as fa r as Soğukçeşme (the Fountain o f Fresh W a te r), 
where it forms a sharp curb at A la y  Köşkü (the 
Kiosque o f Ceremonies), from which po in t it descends 
down again to the seashore ( 3) .  It thus joins at two 
places the Byzantine sea w a ll, which bears an in ­
scription indicating tha t it was thoroughly repaired 
by the Emperor Thecphilus in the first h a lf o f the 
ninth century. Chronicles te ll us tha t the w a ll took 
e ight years to build.
The Byzantine w a ll which extended along the 
Golden Horn, beginning from the Saray Point, has 
almost com pletely disappeared, and in 1871 the 
part which began at Dernir Kapu (the Iron G a te ), has
(3) The wall has four main gates, known under 
the names of Iron Gate, Soğukçeşme, Bâbı-Hümâyun 
(Imperial Gate), and Otluk Kapu. The largest and most 
important is the Imperial Gate, and it was used for of­
ficial ceremonies and important occasions. The gate was 
surmounted by a wooden pavilion, which fell into decay 
and was pulled down in the middle of the nineteenth 
century, and replaced by a parapet still extant. On the 
gate is an inscription indicating that the wall was com­
pleted in 885 (A. D. 1478), which proves that it was built 
by the Conqueror. The tuğras (Imperial seals), indicate 
that it was restored by Mahmud II. and Abdul-Aziz.
The gates of the wall of Theophilus (the sea wall) 
were Balıkhane Kapusu (Fish-Market Gate), Değirmen 
Ocağı Kapusu (Millers’ Gate) or Mezbeleci Ocağı Kapusu 
(Gate of Refuse Carriers), and Yalı Köşkü Kapusu (Gate 
of the Pavilion on the Seashore), near the Sepetçiler Köş­
kü (the Pavilion of the Basket-Makers). At present only the 
gates of the Fish-Market and the Refuse Carriers exist.
Outer door of Sur-u-Hümayun
Porte principale de l’enceinte des Palais de Topkapou
6been cut by the ra ilw ay. In tha t vast area, the O tto ­
man Sultans began in 1467 to build palaces, pavilions, 
baths, offices, libraries, dorm itories, mosques, schools, 
kitchens, bakeries, fountains, ponds, cisterns. We can 
safely say tha t the Palace o f Topkapu was an en­
closed city containing more than one hundred bu ild ­
ings {4  ) .
It was thoroughly organized, and contained p ro ­
visions and fuel enough to last several days, in case 
communications w ith the outer city were interrupted. 
It was quite a self-supporting colony. In the schools 
servants were tra ined fo r the m ultip le services o f the 
Palace, and offic ia ls  fo r the highest grades in the 
Government service. Students were carefu lly  tra ined 
in science and art, music being given an im portant 
place, as w e ll as in sports such as archery, horse­
manship, musketry and fencing. Teachers were care­
fu lly  chosen. Servants o f the Palace were divided into 
more than th irty  corporations, such as the Halberdiers 
— w ith Tresses, the Sergeants-at-Arms, the Guardians- 
o f-the  Maids, the Bakers, the Cooks, the Confection­
ers, the Gatekeepers, the Gardeners, the G rafters. 
Each corporation was under the orders o f a chief, 
and the corps o f the Gardeners, or Guards, were un­
der the orders o f a commander.
This b rie f exp lanation shows tha t the system o f
(4) The Imperial Wall was also an outer fortific­
ation. It enclosed the main building of the Palace which 
can be considered an inner fortress, limited by the Middle 
Gate, and the high walls of the Harem and kitchens on 
the land side, and on the sea side by walls and terraces 
facing the Bosphorus and the Golden Horn. Therefore 
if, in case of an attack, the Imperial Wall was seized, 
the assailants entering the precincts of the Palace would 
find it impossible to enter the main building unless the 
Palace gates were opened. Even if they crossed the 
Middle Gate, they could not enter the Palace unless the 
Gate of Felicity and other gates of the Third Court were 
opened.
proportion to its
In 1707 Ahmed III. bu ilt a wooden palace on the 
seashore at the Saray Point, guarded by cannons, 
from which it took the name o f Palace o f Topkapu 
(Cannon G a te ), which a fterw ards included the w hole 
group o f buildings, the firs t o f which dates from the
Entry to the Topkapu Palace 
Entrée du Palais de Topkapou
First yard of the Palace of Topkapu (Sketch X V III century) 
Première Cour des Palais de Topkapou (Gravure de XVIIIe S.)
organization o f the Palace was in 
size.
igiven in A ta ’s History, in the reign o f Murad III. the 
number o f chefs, cooks and scullions was more than 
1110. In one year 30.000 chickens, fou r hundred 
lambs, 22.500 sheeps were cooked. That part o f the 
Palace form ed a city in itself, w ith the quarters o f the 
kitchen and commissariat o ffic ia ls , o f # ie  cooks, tray- 
carriers, and servants, and their dorm itories, mosques 
and baths. Most o f those buildings have fa llen  into 
ruins through long years o f n e g le c t(5 ). It is to be 
hoped tha t part o f the quarters o f the cooks w ill be 
included in the present plan o f restoration.
In 1574, under the reign o f Selim II, the kitchens 
situated in tha t same place were accidenta lly 
destroyed by fire , together w ith the commissariat, 
where was kept a va luab le  china, and the confection­
ers' shop. A fte r th a t the present buildings were erect­
ed by the famous architect Sinan. They included the 
kitchens proper, the confectioners’ shop where various 
sweets and jams were prepared, the tin-shop where 
they tinned the various utensils, a  foundry where they 
melted the lead used to cover and repair the roofs o f 
the various buildings o f the Palaces. In the middle, 
and along the w alls o f the kitchens were fire-places
(5) It is owing: to neglect that many other buildings 
They are known to us only by chronicles, and some of 
them have disappeared without even ‘leaving a trace. 
Earthquakes and fires are also responsible for much 
disaster. Among those buildings which disappeared were 
the Department of finances, the Bakeries, the Pavilion 
of Law, the Quarters of the Warders of the Walnut Tree, 
the Boot Gate, the Kiosque on the Sea-shore, the Kiosque 
of the Basket-Makers, the Quarters of the Gardeners, the 
Boat-Houses, the Palace on the sea-shore, the Quarters 
of the Bakers, the Quarters of the Refuse-Carriers, the 
Kiosque of Sinan Pasa, the Isakiye Kiosque, the Kiosque 
of the Gate of the Hay-Store, the Kiosque of Fresh 
Water, the Kiosque of Mahmud II., and the Muradiye 
Kiosque.
reign o f the Conqueror, and the latest from the 19th 
century.
The Palace is a rich source o f study fo r a ll in te r­
ested in the history o f Turkish A rt and architecture. 
It is impossible to include in the lim ited scope o f a 
short artic le  matter sufficient to f i l l many volumes, 
and we w ill only mention b rie fly  a few  interesting 
points.
The Palace Kitchens
Between the M idd le  Gate and the Second Gate, 
called Bab-al-Selam, the south-eastern side o f the 
vast court is occupied by the Palace by a portico o f 
more than fo rty  columns. It is a rem arkable piece o f 
architecture.
In those kitchens food was prepared fo r four to 
five thousand people on ord inary days, and as many 
as ten or fifteen thousand on feast days or pay-days. 
According to existing inform ation, and the details
Palace of Topkapu — View of one of the front sides of 
the Conference rooms
Palais de Topkapou — Vue d’une façade de la Salle des 
Audiences
Palace of Topkapu — Chamber of Couneil oí Ministers.
Palais de Topkapou — Salle du Conseil des Ministres
8Ceremony of a Bayram (feast) at the Palace of Topkapu
Cérémonie du Bayram au Palais de Topkapou (XVIII. S.)
Palace of Tcpàapu —? Fel'nity Gala 
Palais de Topkapou — Porte de la Félicité
Palace of Topkapu — Building in which the Coat of the Prophet is kept
Palais de Topkapou — Edifice où se trouve le Manteau du Prophète
Palace of Topkapu — Door of the Hirka-i Shérif
Palais de Topkapou — Porte du Hirka-i-Chérif
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Palace of Topkapu — Reception Hall
Palais de Topkapu — Salle de Reception
o f sandstone in which were placed, but not fixed, 
large caldrons. The smoke from the fire-p laces was 
draw n up by w ide chimneys, 20 in number, bu ilt in 
the middle o f lead-covered domes.
A fte r long years o f neglect the kitchens, which 
were as much out o f repair as the rest o f the Palace, 
were p a rtia lly  restored by the Government o f the 
Turkish Republic. Recently a general restoration o f the 
Palace has been undertaken, the kitchens and de­
pendencies were com pletely repaired, and the 
director o f the Museum o f Topkapu Sarayı decided to 
use them as show-rooms in accordance w ith  the o rig i­
nal character o f the bu ild ing . As the rooms have tw o 
ranges o f w indow s on each side, they receive suf­
fic ient ligh t and sun to  preserve the most delicate 
objects w ithou t fea r o f dampness. It is however im ­
portan t not to make the slightest change and to 
respect the o rig ina l aspect o f the kitchens, where food 
was prepared d a ily  fo r 5000 people.
The Kiosques o f Bagdad and Revan.
The Kiosque o f Bagdad, one o f the most beauti­
fu l specimens o f Turkish architecture, and one o f the 
most im portant and graceful buildings o f the Palace 
o f Topkapu, offers a splendid view  o f the Golden 
Horn and Beyoğlu on one side, and the Bosphorus 
and the Sea o f M arm ara on the other. In fro n t o f the 
kiosque is a terrace supported by a high arcade. Seen 
from below , the regu larly  distanced consols supporting 
the terrace give the bu ild ing an aspect o f imposing 
beauty. The kiosque occupies an area 22 metres in 
breadth and as much across. It is surmounted by an 
elegant dome surrounded by w ide overhanging eaves 
supported by 22 marble columns. The space between 
the parapet o f the terrace and the kiosque is less than 
2.50 metres. The w alls are one metre thick. The plan 
is o f octagonal shape w ith fou r symmetrical recesses. 
The kiosque has tw o ranges o f w indows. The w in ­
dows o f the low er range have railings w ith geometric­
al ornaments, and ebony shutters in la id  w ith ivory, 
m other-o f-pearl, and tortoise-shell. The panels o f the 
doors are sim ilarly decorated. In the upper range the 
w indow s are stucco-framed, and stained glass has 
been m oderately used. The frames o f the doors and 
w indow s are o f marble. Exteriorly the low er part o f 
the w alls  is faced w ith  panels o f marble, and the 
upper part w ith  tiles. The marble balustrades o f the 
terrace are undoubtedly among the most beautifu l 
specimens o f the sculpture o f tha t period. In the 
shadow o f the overhanging eaves and the w ide- 
spanned arcade the tiles, w ith blue design on a w hite 
ground, add an attractive and imposing aspect to the 
elegant bu ild ing. Ten years ago glass panes in w o o d ­
en frames were erected in fro n t o f the facade in 
order to shelter the delicate ornem entation from the 
rough gales o f the Bosphorus. A sim ilar frame had 
been erected previously.
In the in terior o f the Kiosque are niched cup­
boards w ith three shelves. The painted and gilded 
decorations o f the roo f and soffits are unique. Bet­
ween tw o recesses is a lo fty  fire -p lace  o f g ilded 
brass. Between the other recesses are the three 
beautifu l doors o f the Kiosque.
Between the tw o ranges o f w indows are inscribed 
verses from  the Coran in w h ite  letters on a dark 
blue ground, by a famous ca llig rapher, Mahmud C®- 
lebi o f Tophane.
The dome measures 9 metres across and 11.78 
metres in height. Behind the w a ll w ith  the fire-p lace 
is a kitchen w ith a door on the exterior side. On the 
le ft o f the kitchen is a to ile t also w ith door on the 
exterior side, and which seems to have been bu ilt at 
a la ter date.
The octagonal lantern 3.30 metres high, that 
surmounts the dome, is perhaps the on ly  part o f the
View of one corner of the Kiosk of Bagdad 
Palais de Topkapou — Vue d’un coin du kiosk de Bagdad
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One corner of tho Kiosk of Bagdad (X V II Century)
Un coin du Kiosk de Bagdad (XVIIe S.)
build ing th a t is not pleasant to the sight. It seems 
rather uncouth, perhaps fo r the reason th a t we are 
not accustomed to see it on religious build ings.
The Kiosque was bu ilt to  commemorate the con­
quest o f Bagdad by Murad IV. (1 6 2 3 -1 6 4 0 ). It was 
completed in one year and no pains were spared to 
make it approach perfection. U nfortunate ly the name 
o f the architect is unknown. It is to  be hoped tha t 
researches made in the Palace archives w ill bring the 
name to light.
Close to the Bagdad Kiosque is the Revan Kiosque, 
separated from  it by a marble terrace w ith a large 
pand, and monumental ¡e t-founta in  in the m iddle. The 
Kiosque was bu ilt by M urad IV. to  commemorate the 
conquest o f Revan in 1635. It is on a high terrace, 
next to  the Departm ent o f the Holy M antle. In regard 
to the plan, double range o f w indows, paintings, and 
tile  decorations it is sim ilar to  the Bagdad Kiosque 
but on a smaller scale. The soffits o f its three recesses 
are covered w ith  ornam ented parchment and the 
dome is stuccoed, w hile  those o f the Bagdad Kiosque 
are the reverse, but the style o f ornam entation is 
identical. The fire -p lace  is in the fourth recess, and 
more simply ornam ented.
The e legant kiosques, bu ilt to  commemorate tw o 
victories o f M urad IV., are not on ly  the finest ornam ­
ents o f the Palace o f Topkapu, but also priceless 
specimens o f Turkish art and architecture.
In concluding these lines I wish to pay hommage 
to the Government o f the Turkish Republic and to  the 
M inistry o f Education, fo r the care they have bestow­
ed on the restoration o f the Palace o f Topkapu.
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State of the Tchinili Kiosk as of J 852, built by Sultan Mehmed II in 1460 
Etat en 1852 de Tchinili Kiosk construit en 1460 par le Sultan Mehmed II
Faience decorations of the balcony at the Tchinili Kiosk
Décorations en faiences du Balcon de Tchinili Kiosk
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